For the Auckland Art Fair 2021, Satchi & Satchi & Satchi are presenting two new exhibitions — ‘I
Don’t See Colour’, curated by Inspiration Group; and ‘Imagine’, curated by Adrian Fierro Lara.

| Don’t See Colour

In the wake of a recent upheaval in the Auckland art scene, Inspiration Group propose a new
perspective on conversations around ownership, authenticity and reclamation by displaying
artworks they have created themselves alongside paintings by Selena Gerzic.

Without relying on tactics of overt politicism or shock-value to get their point across, Inspiration
Group’s artworks are imbued with an almost rhetorical sense of humour and subversion, intended
to highlight manifestations of colonial violence and racism in Aotearoa and worldwide. Presenting a
series of portraits (white celebrities and pop culture figures melded together to appear like criminal
facial composites), the exhibition draws on colonial ideas of purity, saturated with the tactics of
racial profiling; and flips the narrative on a history of violence by creating almost Frankenstein-esque
hybrids of white people that exaggerate and pervert coveted Eurocentric features. Framing these
portraits are flags of Judah, calling to mind decolonial ideas and the hybridity and futurity cultivated
between Maori and Rastafarianism.

This sense of longing for a past, and a future unresolved, underpins the work of artist Selena Gerzic,
whose series of paintings entitled ‘Euphoric Recall’ recall hindsight and pining whilst evoking a magic
within the mundane. The title refers to the tendency to remember events in a positive light while
paving over the painful memories accompanying the event. Euphoric recall can lead to relapse for
drug addicts as it leads them to want to recreate past, and sometimes incorrectly remembered,
events. In one of the paintings, Gerzic illustrates Hotel Jugoslavija burning down, a once prolific
landmark in her home country of Serbia reduced to ashes as a result of NATO bombings — with
history canonising it as a symbol of the financial collapse of the former Yugoslavia. There is a sense
that Gerzic is trying to reconcile a feeling of nostalgia for a bygone time, while also acknowledging
the harsh reality that seeps into these rose tinted memories. While looking at her paintings of
familiar nighttime landscapes, softly diffused and hazy (almost like being high or recalling a pleasant
memory), one can’t help but wonder how these panoramas would read in the unforgiving light of
day.

— Emmanuel Sarmiento, Tamaki Makaurau, 2021



Imagine &

Imagine that there is no covid where you live 3. Imagine that you only quarantined one month
&4, Imagine that the benefit pays for your rent and your food &. Imagine living in a "first
word country” 8. Imagine complaining about how miserable you are &, Imagine giving
away your life quality and lifestyle for someone in a global south country &, Imagine that
there are some lives that are worth more than others . Imagine having access to all the
medicines you need . Imagine having access to “education” ¥. Imagine thinking that
europe is "cool” lol ¥, Imagine wanting to move to Berlin lol &. Imagine being white and
innocent W, Imagine that your & year old kids are scared of gang members taking out their
eyeballs W. Imagine that the "borders” separated your family . Imagine that the HIV
Vaccine inventor died in a global south country before even going to college before even
inventing the HIV Vaccine & . Imagine being white and thinking that you deserve what you
got & &. Imagine hoarding knowledge ™. Imagine hoarding money . Imagine going to a
museum to see what's left of your ancestors d. Imagine owning land, stolen land 1ha
Imagine giving spaces and platforms to white artists and silencing black and brown artists #.
Imagine being colonized right now B=. Imagine going to jail 8. Imagine being targeted by
the police for how you look M. Imagine controlling the media %. Imagine controlling social
media ¥ . Imagine controlling pop culture #. Imagine redistributing your wealth &

How many lives lost ™ = ? How much potential lost *? How much knowledge lost "7 How

many futures lost &7 How many possibilities lost =7 And in the name of what?
CIVILIZATION#E ? SUCK MY BROWN HOLES w.
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Q8 8Give BIPOC ©@0NNBAT™ ¢ @ 08P 22 ®0specially from global south countries)
money ¥, opportunities ®, jobs &, buy their ant ¥, share their posts o, like their photos
&, use your platform ¥, don't pelice BIPOC @, redistribution means a reprogramming of
the systern ¥, non intervention in poorer countries ®, mind your own business. @ &
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We are beautiful, strong and political [I, we don't owe anything to anyone except to
ourselves @@®, give yourself a hug G, congratulate yourself for being alive today
B8 L because if you are alive today it means that your bady equals resistance ®, equals
the change & and the future #, anly you know through how much you have been = &
but that doesn't determine who you are @, you have the power in your hands to change your
immediate reality ¥, apathy is a white concept © , apathy is the white cancer = . Take care
of yourself %8, eat healthy @@ <E T &®7, drink lots of water *U , have a skincare routine
ST B8 % . Protect your magic £&8C @118 @ . Protect your skin MRATI and
your body METMASEYPmALI®=+  Protect your mind . We are sacred
.o veeem, we are
gods@@ ¥ ¥ ¥ 25344 L 8 8 L& & AT IOTT T T o0000, we know what really
matters in this world
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Saturation and apartheid are the concepts for the curation of this show, both as words that
have a deep meaning and connection with global south countries, colors, shapes,
constructions, popullation, sounds, smells. Saturation means diversity. The white cube is for
white people.

— Adnéan Fierro Lara, México, 2021



